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William's Research
Expedition in Greece
Finds Statue of Medusa,
the Mythological
Creature W hose
Glance Turned Her
Enemies Into Stone.

kaiser has found a new

THEFar off In Greece near his
and beloved villa, the

Achllleion. he has dug up the
ancient and horrible figure of Medusa,
one of the most fearful ladies of the
whole Greek mythological system.

Medusa belongs entirely to the kaiser
himself. He was sojourning under the
sunshine at his villa a few years ago
when the famous archcologist of Ger-
many, Dr. Doerpfeld, uncovered some of
the remains of a temple near the place.

Th archeologlst told the kaiser what
be had found and what he hoped to find

if he had the money. Out of his own
purse the kaiser contributed the neces-
sary funds and after almost two years of
careful digging and searching Dr. Doorp-fel- d

has presented to the kaiser Medusa
of the snaky locks herself.

Medusa formerly possessed the power
of turning all who looked upon her to
stone Is thero anvthing of her terrible
strength left after her long sojourn in
the hot s.tnds of Greece? Will the kai-
ser. Ilk" the herns of mythology, be
able to take her snaky head npon his
should"! and t'i-- n into stone the regi-Eie--u

of men. th ' ores of ships and the
huml eds of cannon that are fighting
''in-i- t him? There is no one who vill

i that it v u.'i lie a tremendous help
' i"i if I e --o.ilti

!. !. " and others.
r- - iVu iL . iii of the icot Lnt- -
! . iid interest 'n-- discoveries rn

e . - It v as in April. 1911. that
of excaation bjaa. Th.--;

' l. 'o'l-u-a- l society ttx sale- -
Int-- s-- . U'ii 1icings anJ fjtind iMt of toao chiseled Eth a ti.'jure ni
r''i"' aad evidently belongmji to le
ej- - v - arorip of a temple..

Th" (i"nr,fa emperor happened at the
time to lie occupjlng hi :lla near by
When he ia told of the discovery he
offer-- d to undertake, at ln on expense,

the ec.ii.ition of the site under the di-

rection of the well-know- n Dr Doerpfeld.
Dr Doerpfeld soon found enough re-

mains of the group to enable him to re-

construct It The material out of which
the ancient sculptor cared his fearful
figure is the cnare limestone that is so
common throughout Greece and which
the ancient builder used freqiieiitlj in
the temples mid sculptures

The central figure is Medui herself.
She is nearl tuelxe feet high. The
upper of her figure presents a front
view. Lut the lower half is tinned side-
ways The monster is portraed as mov-
ing toward the right and the arms are
plamh extended as if to protect or em-
brace or. according to niii ther view, to
ward off or trighten awa certain objects
or persons

Two snakps horribh hissing at each
other are twined .ilni if.r waist and
form :i belt to hold np her short skirt
Her round enormous face is made ugly
by a wide open moull' l!er ejes are
big, round and poppi Out of her
mouth the tongue iv protruding. The
whole head is "mircbvl ! ihes nd
the hair is cnr.i'd oi e.uled s is Ite-lo- w

each e.ir .1 ii" irde 1 -- . project
honzoct.ilh in front of tl.e four twisted
braids of h nr that fall on t'i" breast

The motis'er has four small wings, two
upturning with sli rt feathers and a pair
of wide spreading drooping wings On
either side the sculptor placed Medusa's
children. I'egjsus. which u partly pre-
served, and Chivsaor. who. according to
one of the ancient 'riters. became the
father of all the three-head- ed monsters
On ea h side hex mid these figures is a
terrible beast of pre. supposedly a Hon

The remaining carvings are smaller
The blocks toward the right of the cen-
tral fig."- - cvnlentlv show a battle scene
of gods d giants Hut only two blocks
are prese. . d One shows the Ml power-
ful Zeus brandishing a fiun 1 ibolt and
smiting a giant who i (n flight and al-

ready ha'f prostrate Farther in a cor-
ner a second giant lies full length on his
back.

In the opposite corner a similar figure
fills the space and may be part of a like
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scene of conflict. Before this fallen
giant 1b the figure of a woman or goddess
clad la & long robe and seated on a block
resembling an altar. She has her left
hand raised In entreaty before an as-

sailant of whom nothing remains except
the point of a spear directed by him
against her breast.

The entire group is carved In s low
and broad relief and still shows distinct
traces of color. The composition was
about seventy feet in length and dates
from the beginning of the sixth century
R. C. It is one of the earliest examples
of Greek relief sculpture that has yet
been discovered.

What is the meaning of the gronp?
There has been no des ription found yet
to tell the diinit to whom this temple
was dedicated According to Dr. Doerp-
feld. the central figure. Medusa, repre-
sents the Great Mothe-- . the Mistress of
Wild Beasts She extends her arms to
embrace her two offsprings. Pei-as-us and
Chrysaor. The former springs toward
her and rests his front paws on ber fore-
arm.

The latter is a strongly built man with
front face and bust, bin with his legs In
profile-- . He stands at her left. The two
lions an? not merely ornamental, but are
animals sacred to the Mistrers of Wild
Beasts.

This Interpretation receive strong
support from other archeologists. Sam
belteve that Chrysaor wis on earrjr term
of Apollo and the Medusa of Artemis. A
targ roltction of archaic ttrr-cott- a

Sgurw of this gTTddess represesttfas !ier
ss a wingless jc nrocstrr
vhica vis found aot far away from th"!
tent pi site in IS31. tend soyyuct to tills
ronjievtii-.- .

Investigations slfco slfco-- Oats tfte
fforgon or Medusa atyth 5t trt isriy na-
ture myth closely contracted vita til
xrorsittp of a dlvtttfty 0f fertfEty. 'Wlhnx
ta nxty sculptors attempted tra nKlr

r fas arMe they toot various iii&ts
from snen aadent places an Cteta. .taia.
Minor and Assrrl.

The connection btwea the natral
of the newly found sroap ad the

side groups of the composition Is diffi-
cult to see--. One explanation that sag-test-s

itself is afforded by the lcad d

HHOH rsj HOfsT
Perseus, who sajs the Oorgons of Night
and Death and gn - to xtheiia the Me-

dusa or Gorgon head, which she put on
her breast plate when she nrraxed her-
self ior the battle with the giants.

Another interpretation is gixen by a
Oerm.in professor He thinks that the
entral group is a sxmbol intended to

ward off evil and that the - de groups
tell a story He beliex-e-s It shows two
different layers of Greek civilization.
One is the older world of hostile gods or
demons and the other is the Greek world
which has its roots in heroic legends

Of the temple itself of which these
groups formed the chief outside decora-
tions nothing tenialns except fragments
of columns, some capitals and a

roof tiles of coarse marbles. A
large piece of an altar which stood be-

fore the east front of the temple and
was connected with It by a pa-c- d road
was also found.

Another site In this vicinity also pro-
duced results on excavation. Here Dr.
Doerpfeld found the remains of another
temple. The fragments of a statue of
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VIrto. the presence of a spring near
the temple and the finding of an inscrip-
tion probabb gi .iig the name of a deity
beginning witii A leads Doerpfeld to con-
jecture that the temple was built to
Apollo.

Still a third site was explored in the
hope of finding evidence to proe the
real existence of the city of the Phaca-cian- s.

v. ho?e habitation was located by
Homer . stward near the confines of the
world. Dr. Doerpfeld holds that the
Phaeaclans were a sea-fari- folk who
originated In Crete and who in vojaping
westward to Italy came to Corey ra and
planted a settlement there.
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Medusa and the Gorgons come out of
'.reek mythologj Homer savs there was

'b one Gorgon. Medusa, arid her head
v.-- s fixed to the shield of Zeus. Hesiod.

another Greek writer, says there were
tluee Gorgons: Stheno, the mighty; e.

the far springer, and Medusa, the
fiieii Their home was on the farthest
side of the western ocean.

Tho Gorgons haxe been variously rep-
resented as winged creatures, baling the
form of young women. Their hair con-
sists of writhing snnkes and they are
round-face- d, flat-nose- d, xvith tongues
lolling out and largo projecting teeth
Sometimes they have wings ' of gold.
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brazen claws and the tusks of the boar.
It happened that Medusa was the only

one of the three who was mortal. For
this reason Perseus, a Greek hero of

was able to kill her by cut-
ting off her head. From the blood that
spurted from her neck sprang two sons,
cne of whom was Pegasus.

The head which had the power of
turning into stone all who looked at It
was given to Athena, who placed It on
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mythology,

her shield, but other accounts say that
Perseus buried it In the market place of
Argos.

The hideously grotesque original type
of the Medusa head was placed on the
walls of cities and on shields and breast-
plates to terrify an enemy It was also
used as a charm against the evil eye. It
Is said that Hercules ohtained a lock of
Medusa's hair, which had the same power
as the head, from Athena and gave it
to one of his favorite towns as a protec-
tion against attack. Whenever an enemy
attacked that town a storm came up
which put the foe to flight.

In later days Medusa came to be rep-
resented as a beautiful maiden whose
hair had been changed Into snakes by
Athena. Many statues represented her as
a wonderfully beautiful maiden wrapped
In the calm repose of death.


